A thousand questions to ask of the text

Words

What are the significant words?

If they are Greek, what are the Hebrew equivalents?

If they are Hebrew, what are the Greek equivalents?

Are there words that share the same root as this word?

Does this word have a picture or image or practice that it comes from?

Are there any word plays, puns, or innuendo that come from this word?

Where else is it used in the Bible? Where does it first occur?

Is it common? Is it rare? What does it tell me?

Places

Where does this story, event, passage take place? What was it known for? 

What does this place look like, feel like, what pictures can I show of it?

What else happened in this place, both in Bible and in history?

What would the original audience have thought of when they thought of this place?

What does the name of this place mean?

The metanarrative

Where does this text fit into the larger story?

Where is it on the arc, on the progressive preparation of a people God can dwell in the midst of?

What does this have to do with what God is doing today?

Where else in the Bible does God say this, Do this, act like this? Is this the normal pattern, or is it unusual?

Does Jesus engage with this idea, subject, tradition, or place?

Tension

Where is the rub?

Where does the vision of life with God given in this text clash with the worldviews around us?

Why was this text revolutionary when it first began to circulate? Was it?

The Moment

What is the controlling idea?

What is the plot, and what are the subplots and minor movements?

How much do I give away from the start?

How much do I need to keep concealed in order to serve my larger arc?

How does this text confront?

What about this hurts if we take it seriously?

How does this text comfort? How doe it bring hope? How does it redeem?

How many chunks are there? Too many? Does it need tightening? If I had to make it half as long, what would go? What has to stay?
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Disclosure:

How much do I give away?

What serves my insights best: to leave people in the dark or let it out?

Does it help if you have no idea where I’m going? Or does it hinder?

Is my posture that of a search with you for answers of am I making statements and giving answers?

-Or- am I presenting truths and letting you figure it out?

Am I answer man or question asker or guide or is this me telling you what I’ve learned?

Are there things you don’t need to know right away?

Is there a place in this teaching for a riddle? For the unanswered question that is thrown out for pondering later?

Chunks:

How many are there?

How are they connected?

What are the key sentences and statements that are the bridges that people walk on from one chunk to the next?

What’s the tag?

Are these bridges well enough constructed?

Are the chunks the right size?

Do I pursue on idea too much so that it drags my arc in the wrong direction? Are the chunks the right proportions?

Moments:

Does this teaching have one? Two? Nine?

Does it have a series of chunks that keep building?

Does it move from one to another rapidly?

Is there any sort of build up?

Is there a story that I have to tell?

Who is living out this message (zach hunter…)

Pacing:

When is it fast, when is it slow?

Does it open with a bomb? Or end with one? Or is the bomb in the middle?

And then we spend the rest of the teaching picking up the pieces?

How do I read the text skeptically? Passionately? Convinced? Anticipating?

Is the whole thing urgent?

Is the beginning urgent and then it slows down?

Is the beginning slow and deliberate and does it gradually pick up the pace?

Where do I need to lay things out in such a way that everybody gets it and if they don’t the rest won’t make sense? Do I slow down in those places?

What I say about the teaching:

Do I acknowledge that this is difficult? Do I talk about my own struggles and application of this text? How much do I let people in to my journey?

When my butt hits the chair after I’m done speaking, what’s the thing, the sentence, or tag that I want these students to walk away with?

