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INTRO: Great is Thy Faithfulness....

2 Words that I think of when I sing this song, 2 words that are crucial to our
lives as believers everyday....through the good, the bad, the normal....the
mountain tops, the valleys...

Hope and Power
"Strength for today (Power from God) and
bright hope for tomorrow (Hope in God)."

If you are like me, I sing this song and I think, "Lord, how can get more of these
2 things in my life in my life? More hope and more power?”

My guess is that many of us in this room are not experiencing as much hope and
power in our relationship with the Lord right now as we would like.

My prayer is that as we dive into God's Word together this morning, by His grace
and through His Spirit, the Lord might do a mighty work in our hearts and lives
today.
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Now in the original Greek, verses 3-14 is one sentence and so is vs. 15-21.

iI

In Ephesians 1, verses 3-14, the focus was on the spiritual blessings that are

KO|' ours if we are in Christ...
BN ...the Apostle Paul now goes pn-in_verses 15-23 to pray that these believers in
v Ephesus wilkundersta nd@ye_irltathe realities of these blessings that are

&

J//_theirs in Christ....and the same is true for us.
TRANS. - S0 Paul begins in verse 15...

15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love t'oward all the saints, 16 1 gg@_t%seta M for you,

remembering gy in my prayers,

1. First thing we see, Paul loves these people....he i hear what God is
doing in them and through them! He is excited that they love Jesus and they
love one another.

o And He wants them to know this...and He wants them to know that he is
praying for them!



» How encouraging do you think it was for these believers to get this letter
and hear that Paul was praying for them. =2 /l.¢ qirwd Yqu7 hen  yor 5ad’ Gn

Erlowtiing Nofc. Hé.&:-“-% {ﬁ/
APP - We need to follow His example...to pray / for one another j 9/"“‘7
regularly. | Touch 3.ZEncourage and pray for 3 people a day and
then let them know it!!1! Through text or email or phone or FB. We
should do this, not because we have to, but because we GET to!!!

TRANS. - So what should we pray for? Now while are tons of things we
S% can pray for one another about, ket there ig one thing that is more |mportant

than any other thing....and Paul tells us in verse 17...

17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the
Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledae of him, 18 having the eyes
of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,

o Pastor Steve did an awesome job breaking down verses 17 and 18 in
depth last week, but for this morning, I just want us to see here...

the thmg that Paul prays for above all else is that God's people would

ray for one another that we each would KNOW God! ‘-g_..‘_'_\-“n

] 1. Now we need to understand here that...
...whenever the Bible talks about knowing God, it isn't speaking simply about

ation al it is speaking about ﬂmw this is what
it means to KNOW GOD! Spp—
{7 ;) 2 Paulis NOT simpl ing of:

1) Having Bible Knowledge
2) Knowing about God

o Knowing God and knowing about God are 2 radically different
things. God wants us to know Him! That is what Paul is praying
for here

s ILL Know a lot about Peyton Manningbut] don’tm
him. G-l ag TN G Thee MU2. LA n~Sipe ded
. bra ;5 é.[’ %Mb?@' /VYLc..

Jesus Himself prays, not that we would know about God but that

we would KNOW God that we might be transformed BY GODI...ln

John 17:3,




"And this Is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom you have sent.”

3. Here in Ephesians 1.theprayeriisithat we a
and that this knowing God Id result in/lovi

Lintimate relationship with God everyday!

aversiwould KNOW God
nd living a life of joyful,
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TRANS. ---- {EOuNIOWMS) So in verse 18 Paul prays that 'they may
know what is the hope to which he has called these belfevers,” and continues
in verse 19 "...and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us
who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dormirnion,

and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to
come.

1. Now as we break down these verses m we see Q_E_major idea
that Paul desires to communicate and that is this...

Supernatural power is ours NOW through Christ.

2. Look, the bottom line is this: If.you.are.a;Christ-fotlower todayw
supernatural power of God to live the Christian life God has called you to.

@ o Me cannot love God with all our heart, mind,
soul and strength, and we cannot love our neighbor as ourselves,

@ o [We cannot do this thing on our own,).we cannot find this power from

within ourselves, we must go outside of ourselves to find this kind of
OWEF.... vgg mg gotot the one source where this power can be ; be found:
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TRANS Nowr when we put ourselves in the context that Paul is
writing...we need to remember that he is writing to these Christians who live in

o ...which wa@ne of the five great cities\of the_l_'\’_qman empire

o ...and it was th 3 | oo Diang, one of
the seven wonders of the ancient world was located. In fact,
Ephesus was known as the 'Diana.? and the people of
Ephesus sought to give all glory to her for their health and
wealth as a city.




o They believed Diana was the _Mr and fortune in
life! m—

***But in this letter, Paul tells the Ephesian Christians that it is Christ's
power, not Diana’s power, thamzme_wim__gLn and causes.them to live a life thatis |

| pleasing to God!!1t! - |
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Paul is saying the same thing to everyone of us this morning....if you
and I want this supernatural power, it doesn’t come from any source, any
¥ cause, any organization, any person other than Jesus Christ!

\ ***And so to tap into this power, we must be plugged into Jesus. This power = E/% \
\\ \ only comes in relationship with Jesus as we humble ourselves before God and (,, I
@D = |

%ﬁ{/ surrender ourselves to Christ.

1) Power in prayer, 2) power to fight depression, 3) power to fight
addiction and sin, 4) power to fight impure and destructive thought

patterns in your life.... this power is {Qung Enlg in_connection to and relationship
with f the universe s Christ.

i Listen to hoyv Jesus Himself said it...turn to John 15:5...

5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.

**Jesus is the source of the supernatural power we need and desire!**

B i e e e o e T e
Now, let’s look again at how Paul prays in Eph. 1:19-21 that as
believers we would know... "the immeasurable greatness of fis power
toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in
the one to come.

| TRANS. - As we look closer at this beautiful and rich passage, we see that Paul
offers us{2 proofs\of the Lord’s supernatural power that should cause us to

place our absolute trust and confidence in Him. ‘
Towrd us ke Betere

—_




Proof #1: He raised Christ from the dead.

Paul prays in Eph. 1:19-2P that as believers we would know... “the

@ immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who belfeve, according to the
working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from
the dead..

; [ 1. The first thing we see here in verse 20 is that the power of God toward
5\ us now is “according to His great might ("great power”) “that he worked in Christ
L when he raised him from the dead.” PSS

@ o God raised Jesus from the dead...for real! Jesus was physically raised
from the dead, it | ster j ut.

/2:‘ And the point here'in verse 20 is that the power of death is broken for

every person who is in Christ Jesus. If you are in Christ this morning, you
can rest secure that “death,” is(défeated!

2. For Paul, the death of Christ was the death of death. Sure, as Christians, like
everyone else > on this planet, we are going to die, but&_lle sting of death| has

now been removed by Jesus} 7

&"p o As John Piper says, for the Christian, "The poisonous event of death
has become a pathway to paradise.”

4

victory? Where O death is your sting? ... anks be to Gog, who gives us _.
the wctory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” o _— \ Q—d
J
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***kx*Think about this for a second. hls S ow_EFth t ralsed Christ va' \
from the deadds now our power'as believe IS powerlsed us AL

4'spiritually from the dead and gave us life and faith. - J@ 1 _ 3;\.\

e
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X ) /"J @This powet?ﬁ.@pened our blipd eyes, and conguered our rebellious
wills, and_created a new heart:that loves God and people.

@ And this power will guard us and secure us in our faith and bring us to the <@’\l
end of our lives in persevering faltl@'nb posr ohoe will assve et o f’—/}ﬂ“ / de=t?

fw /;rfbd’ﬂeem/}/

*‘E’ WB SWMV[%D OWO 9hes . Ls [ea .
2i f &@ 4@ [}b_ﬁ ?Q(Q‘Kmn’@k/?}




er Yo
, of G el
r WS

Proof #2: Christ has been seated at the right hand of God, giving him
authority over all things.

Aqgain, Paul prays starting in verse 19 that as believers we would
know... " the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe,
according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heaven)

faces, 21 far above all rule and authorily and power and dominion, and above
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.

1. Look at this....S0 we see here that Gog "seated him (Jesus) at his right
hand in the heavenly places.....and He set Jesus ...

. far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above
evenr name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to

come.” Eics
ﬁ  So who are these rulers and authorities Paul is speaking about hersl?ﬁﬂ
<
—«_> <....Turn with me over to [Ephesians 6:10-12. here Paul tells us what powers he
___-h-_"'_"-—'—-—.—-

hWe in chapter 1, verse 21...

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

—

***You see, what Paul wants us to kno apter

T power that we now have in
L2 T g - -

is that the

verse 2

_,ﬁ 2.'In Colossians 2 15 PauL_s_avs that at the cross !God 'dvsarmed the ru/ers and
authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in Christ.”

@ Sg_you se see hrlst's death and resurrectlonm
nd has authority over all the rulers and

forces of this world...both in the physical realm and in the spiritual realm.

side of hegven, we know that_umma;glz, Satan has been defeated and
the time is coming when he will be silen ced“and@armed‘once and for all.

m@ﬁweeﬂ to know]for our own lives, in the midst of ou "’

own spiritual battles in life, we have supernatu r that is ours
NOW through our conquerm Klng Jesus.
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[TRANS) - OK, so now, in light of verses 15-21 that we have looked at this
morning, and in Ilght of all thls talk about God’s supernatural power that is ours
through Christ...

...you might be like, "t/is sounds great, I would lgve to have more of God’s
supernatural power in my life! Who wouldn't! But W do T tm‘fma 5 power

on a daily basis?o I live each day empoweregby Jesus in this way:

' (3|- Well, before we talk abouwo live in this power, I feel like I need to take a
% few minutes and help us really understand the main reason|WHY Jwe so

desperately need God's supernatural power in our lives.

...just in case you might be thinking you are(finié)and don’t really need
this supernatural power in your life, let me tell you why yo.

&S0 why do we need this power? We need it because jwe have enemies.)
Acecrding o dhe Scriptiwes, 3
2. We have mwthat are seekin@to take us down@l to rip us

of joy({ 3} and to lead us away from God and truth and into deception and
emptiness.

. lThese are the{3 enemiesfto our souls that we see throughout the
ible...St. Augustine referred to these 3 enemies simply as the
world, the flesh, and the Devil. —, ;. ;% [} of €acl,
S N T ‘ﬂnm,gf?@- })/‘.Br"/ .

1. We face opposition, not only from men and women in the world who
oppose God and the gospel, but from the spirit of the world—its values and
philosophies.

cubif 7
2. I dixt have to convince you that we are bombarded with worldly
values and images portrayed in newspapers and books, on television and
through the Internet all the time..fit'is constant.

3. As we go to school or work,/worldli at opposes Godliness ,
saturates our day to day lives..,and if we are not careful the world will gregp info

_us, and we will begin to talk, t@ and %ct like the world. This is enemy #1:
The world.




Enemy #2: The second enemy is the Flesh

1. We have an enemy in ourselves that the Bible calls the flesh.

2. This iWMven after we are regenerated

and made new creations in Christ. And so, we are in a dally battte for
holiness and Christ-likeness against the flesh. -

Owr
3. @m flesh |oves sin, worldliness, laziness, the flesh is self-centered and

self-absorbed. The flesh keeps us from experiencing deeper joy in God

and it hinders us from becoming more and more like Jesus. This is
enemy #2: The Flesh.

Enemy #3: The third enemy is the Devil.

1. The Devil is real...and while we shouldTive in fear of Sat m
demsems, we must be aware that as Christians we are a pnme target that

he comes after in various ways every d?

-

5
2. The Bible warns us that the Devil, like a roaring lion, éeeking whom
he can devour.
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'Because we have these 3 enemies constantly seeking to pull us away
; from the Lord, this issM{HYiwe so desperately need the mighty,

— supernatural PO\_I_\IER of ( God workmg |n us everydayt T |
J‘? So now, in light of the reality of these 3 enemies... L&(f X moye onffe
e ——— el e, !

iHow)do weltap into and live in the power of God)that we so desperately
need in our daily battle against the world, the flesh, and the devil?

I want to get real practical here as we try to put what we have learned from
our passage this morning into practice.

TS et fo b 5 by Gy,




the world, the flesh, and the Devil

Power Source #1: Pursue Humility and Submission before the Lord
daily.

James 4:6-8....... 6....Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives
grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.

Power Source #2: Grow in the discipline and practice of repentance.

2 Corinthians 7:10.....for godly grief produces a repentance that leads fo
salvation without regret.

s
3 Af s | 1 g\fuléion — seeing your sin as God sees it...so offensive and distasteful
. /5t that it causes you to recoil from it.
1‘0 T4 [ 2. Resolution - purposing to walk in righteousness and newness of life,
knowing that you are forgiven and secure in Christ.
3. Repetition - the ongoing nature of true repentance

Power Source #3: Abide in the vine of Jesus constantly.

1. There is no power to fight the world, the flesh, and the Devil without abiding
in Christ (not just a one time "abiding” but an ongoing “abiding”)

2. John 15:5 "I am the vine, you are the branches”

3. When we are united to Christ,{His -Holg Spirit fills us n@es us all the

power we need for life and Godliness!!! N

Power Source #4: Rebound quickly by focusing on the truth of the
Gospel.

Isaiah 44:22 - I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud ond i 8
like mist; redun o e, 7(,2\/_:[ Jove rgmd, )fuu,

D)2~ [F*seif pity steals your power, the truth of the Gospel fils you with power. |

***¥Remember who you are in ChriséBreach to yourself==You are a new
creation in Christ...live into that reality!!!




Power Source #5: Saturate your mind in the truth of God’s Word.

John 17:17 - Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.

1. The 3 primary weapons of the world, the flesh and the Devil ar@beception,
@) Temptation%)\ccusation.

2. All 3 of these you combat with the TRUTH of God's Word.

Power Source #6: Put on the full armor of God everyday.

Ephesians 6:10-12 --- 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of
his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestie against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly

places. < fezd [0 ~/F -@-ve(‘ptjay for a L/f:at,

[ Power Source #7: Worship the Lord passionately and persistently, both |

| publically and privately (', pvit ¢ se of (Sol tn h,«ﬂﬁig)

Psalms 59:16 But I will sing of your strength; I will sing aloud of your steadfast

love in the morning. For you have been to me a fortress and a refuge in the day
of my distress.

Power Source #8: The hope and peace that comes through the Holy
Spirit.

Romans 15:13....May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

Be still @ hst the St bl yod ghe ym fis

| Power Source #9: Kill your sin...make war against your flesh daily.

Romans 8:13... 1.3 For if you live according to the fiesh you will die, but if by
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
T —
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Power Source #10: Commit yourself to being an active and committed
part of the Body of Christ.

Colossians 3:15-16 — 15 And /et the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom,
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfuiness in your hearts

to God. e lars 4
- fiom Kgm (‘SWW{-

Conclusion

1.7 God is faithful to give us all the power we need in this life...to live for His
glory...to love Him and to love others with all that we are.

2.7[dke Paul;'let's be praying for one'another daily (we are ﬂ[ ﬁéhtiaﬁ hard
against sin, depression, anger, loneliness) that we each might

experience the supernatural power of God that is ours NOW through
Christiil
M N

PRAY...prayer team

11
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